Lecture
John Sibley Butler

This lecture examines the relationship between technology transfer, wealth creation, job creation, and
the role of the research university. As Director of the IC? Institute, and interdisciplinary unit at The
University of Texas at Austin, | will focus on how universities become the center of economic
development for a state, through the application of science and technology. Scholars associated with
The IC? Institute created research models and experiments that helped transform Austin, Texas, and the
Texas Region, into one of the most interesting places to do business in the world. With the Austin
Technology Incubator as a major laboratory, over 250 companies have been created and the “Austin
Model” has influenced technology and wealth creation around the globe. The lecture concentrates on
the context, or eco-system of technology transfer, and how universities combine with government,
wealthy families, and the business communities to create jobs based on entrepreneurship. It also
concentrates on how communities are revitalized within the context of all entrepreneurial ventures.
Among the Interesting ventures founded in the Texas Region include Whole Foods, Tracor, Golfsmith,
Amie’s ice Cream, Dell Computers, Southwest Airlines, National instruments.
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